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January 5, 2011

LTR #1819

Anita Bowers, President
Montlake Community Club
2421 East Roanoke Street
Seattle, WA 98112

Re: SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
Notification of Phase 2 Proposed Geotechnical Borings

Dear Ms. Bowers:

Please accept this letter as notification of planned geotechnical borings by the
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), as part of the SR 520, I-5 to
Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project (the Project). WSDOT is proposing the
next phase of a geotechnical borings program that includes five (5) in-water borings in
Lake Washington, 15 borings in shoreline fringe wetlands, and 54 upland borings (74
total) along the planned alignment of the proposed SR 520 Bridge Replacement.
Several of these borings are located within the boundaries of the Montlake Historic
District and border, but are not within the boundaries of the Roanoke Historic District.
The attached maps illustrate the specific locations of the proposed borings within the
district. No individual historic properties will be affected by the geotechnical borings.

WSDOT invites comments from you regarding this work and any concerns that you
may have. We intend to conduct this work immediately upon the receipt of permits
(anticipated mid-February 2011), and therefore respectfully request your comments no
later than February 5, 2011.

As part of the planning process for the Project, WSDOT is currently evaluating the
feasibility of potential design elements throughout the corridor. WSDOT needs to
conduct the subject borings in order to analyze sub-surface soil composition to support
the design of the Portage Bay bridge and west approach pier and abutment foundations,
stormwater facilities, and retaining walls. To sample all the locations necessary to
support these design elements, both shallow in-water borings (water depth < 10 feet)
and land based borings are required.






